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MRGO Ecosystem Restoration
Project Purpose

Achieve ecosystem sustainabllity to
the greatest degree possible

Restore habitat in the Lake Borgne
ecosystem and the areas affected
by the MRGO navigation channel

Restore natural features of the
ecosystem that will reduce or
prevent damage from storm surge
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Study Area
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Restoring a System
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Declining Biodiversity
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Salinity Impacts
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Draft Tentatively Selected Plan

Restore and Protect:
e 13,950 acres of fresh and intermediate marsh
e 33,966 acres of brackish marsh
e 466 acres of saline marsh
10,431 acres of cypress swamp

» 48 acres of ridge habitat

TOTAL 58,861 ACRES
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Shell Beach Recreation Feature

Shell Beach Recreation Feature
805 If boardwalk

4,500 If path at the base of the
levee

5 picnic shelters, interpretive
sighage, bathrooms, parking,
solar lighting, vegetative
plantings
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Lower Ninth Ward Bayou Bienvenue Recreation Feature

Bayou Bienvenue Recreation Feature

« 1,095 If of observation platform and
boardwalk

* 4 picnic shelters, interpretive
signage, bathrooms, parking, solar
lighting, vegetative plantings
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Violet Recreation Feature
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Violet Recreation Feature
« 6,500 If guide levee multi-use path
« 4,500 If path at the base of the levee

« 15 picnic shelters, interpretive signage,
bathrooms, parking, solar lighting,
vegetative plantings
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Violet Freshwater Diversion
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Site Selection — Wotde CDreessmon

Site Selection Factor Alternative 1  Alternative 2 Alte rnative 3 | Alternative 4
Number of Businesses, 0 1 121 0
Residences and Secondary
Structures (Relocations)

Number of Scenic Streams 0 0 4 2
Number of Roads 2 2 10 2
Wetland Acres 227 267 738 836
Number of Levees 2 2 4 2
Number of Cultural and Historic 0 1 3 2
Resources

Docks/Maritime Infrastructure 0 0 7 1
Utilities & Pipelines 2 2 4 5
Diversion Channel Length (miles) 4.19 4.32 5.53 6.27
Community Facilities 0 1 1 0
Number of Bridge Replacements 0 0 1 0
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Anticipated Benefits
Restore bald cypress and fresh marsh
Reduce salt water intrusion
Restore historic fisheries
Improve wetland sustainability

Improve habitat for wildlife such as waterfowl
and fur-bearers

Improve recreational opportunities
Reduce salinity in Lake Borgne 1-3 ppt all year
Reduce salinity in MS Sound by 1 ppt in May
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Restored Biodiversity
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Draft Tentatively Selected Plan

* 63 miles of shoreline protection
7.5 miles of artificial oyster reef

» Recreational features for public use and
education

e 1,000 cfs freshwater diversion with 7,000
cfs pulse during April/May

e Approximate construction cost $2.9 Billion
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MRGO Project Status

Public Comment Period has
been extended 15 days and will
end 14 Feb 2011
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Resources

WWW.Mrgo.gqov )]
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